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Tony Gelme, The Different Celebrant
“It’s the marriage celebrant who makes the difference”

How to Choose a Marriage Celebrant

The author of this article is a marriage celebrant himself since 1994/5.  Tony Gelme is based in Melbourne, and has conducted weddings in and around Melbourne, in country Victoria and interstate. He is also a lecturer in marriage celebrancy and an advisor to marriage celebrants across Australia.
A Question to the Bride: Do you want your wedding delivered by an experienced, pleasant & knowledgeable celebrant working with you to create, a unique & happy ceremony to celebrate the special nature of your relationship and your marriage? One who's interesting, a good public speaker using the "tricks of the speaker's trade" - variety, humour, drama & interest, to ensure everyone's included and really appreciates and enjoys your wedding? I imagine you don't want to be embarrassed or disappointed over your celebrant's performance. If so, this could be the most important article you read.
Incredible as it May Seem: You run an enormous risk of engaging a celebrant who may not have the experience, knowledge, presentation skills or qualifications to present your wedding in a way to delight you and your guests. There’s now a huge chance of being disappointed.

Recent Celebrant Survey: A December 2009 Celebrante survey of marriage celebrants across Australia disclosed the following surprising results:

· Over 89% of marriage celebrants surveyed were appointed between 2004 & 2009. 

· 85.6% of celebrants are only part time. 

· Just over 11% of celebrants had performed no weddings whatsoever in 2009 and 50.8% had performed between 1 and 10 weddings in that year.
The survey confirms the overwhelming majority of celebrants are recently appointed, inexperienced, part-timers with other occupations.
Selecting a Celebrant to Suit You 
Understanding celebrants: What they're like & what to expect. Firstly, they're not all the same (there's the good the bland & the dreadful!), and secondly, the price they quote doesn't tell what you really need to know! You want a celebrant to suit you. Not just any old celebrant, but one who understands what you want. One with experience, knowledge & ability - who can create & deliver your personal, special wedding ceremony. Not mess it up!
With so many new, part-time, celebrants (many of whom have done few or no weddings), chances of your wedding being a disappointment are greater than ever! Until 2003 most celebrants were full time professionals with experience and skills refined over many years. They’d gathered extensive knowledge of wedding practices in all traditions, cultures and beliefs. 
2003 Changes: In 2003 the system of appointing marriage celebrants (previously based on community need), was changed to allow the appointment of anybody and everybody who wanted to be a marriage celebrant (regardless of suitability or demand). 
0Now there are thousands of new, part-timers. Many of the new celebrants are nice people and some are good marriage celebrants. However, many have little or no experience of ceremony preparation, are doubtful about legal requirements (a huge number of legal errors in wedding ceremonies and registrations continue to be made) and, in too many cases, have little public speaking experience. 
How do you find the celebrant you want? Be extremely careful in celebrant selection. If you want a ceremony, you and your guests will really enjoy, then, look for the services of an experienced, professional celebrant, rather than an amateur offering nothing but a low price. Quite frankly, I suggest don't worry about meaningless prices. Like most people, I too have selected services on the basis of price and, to my horror, learned lowest price doesn’t mean the best service. Whether you choose an experienced celebrant offering top value, service & quality, or an inexperienced poor performer - the difference to your wedding budget is minimal (just about every other wedding costs is more expensive than any celebrant!). 
If you want wonderful memories to last a lifetime - ask a prospective celebrant: 
· What do clients say about you? ('Genuine' Testimonials) 
· How long have you been a celebrant? (Experience is a great teacher) 
· What celebrant qualifications do you have? (Basic training is not enough) 
· How many weddings have you conducted? (More weddings = more ideas, knowing what works, greater knowledge of different wedding traditions & practices) 
Importantly, make a time to meet your prospective celebrant. See how you get along. Is she or he your type of person? Do you ‘click’? You may like to meet a few before you feel happy. When meeting, check what they provide in resources, help and information. Do they have detailed resource information to offer on ceremonies, vows and traditions? Are they the person who can give you the advice and assistance you need to make your dreams come true? Do they provide on-site rehearsal? When you’re satisfied make your booking quickly. Good celebrants are booked well ahead - don’t miss out on your preferred marriage celebrant.
A good Marriage Celebrant seems to charge so much for what seems like 20 minutes work!  Yes, that’s a perception, because most people only see the celebrant at the wedding and don’t see the 10 hours plus ‘behind the scenes’! And, beware - there’s also many ‘desperate’ (often inexperienced) celebrants, charging very little, since marriage celebrancy was opened up to unlimited celebrants in 2003, and less capable celebrants believe discounting to obtain business is easier than providing the genuine value you require.
Let’s look at what a marriage celebrant does for each client. You have a better idea of the value of a good celebrant when you look at the responsibilities they have in providing outstanding professional services:
· Initial response to enquiries, quotations, client visits & interviews, ongoing contact, on-site rehearsal, consultation & preparation of wedding documentations, preparing registration documents, legal attendances, provision of information & resources, ceremony preparation, finalise and print client booklet, attend & conduct the wedding, travel costs (vehicle & fuel), overheads (office equipment, insurances, materials, etc.), ongoing  professional development (attendance at courses, workshops, conferences, maintaining large reference library, etc.)

Each wedding can take well in excess of 10 hours (plus costs) for a capable & caring professional celebrant. By comparison, a tradesperson could charge, for 10 hours work, around $75 per hour, or more, plus materials (that’s in excess of $750)! But mind you – it’s not simply time and expenses – more importantly, it’s the ability to deliver the ceremony effectively – not many are able to do that!
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